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TAGS: EFIN, SA, US 

SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT OF TREASURY ATTACHE 
REF: (A) STATE 127944; (B) 75 JIDDA 6263 

1 . I AM AVERSE TO ASSIGNMENT CITED REFTEL A UNLESS AND UNTIL 
SAUDI ATTITUDE CHANGES. ,THEY ALSO HAVE LARGE FINANCIAL DEALINGS 
WITH OTHERS WHO WOULD MAKE THE SAME DEMAND. TO FORCE 
MATTERS WOULD CAUSE RACTION WHICH WILL HARM RATHER THAN 
HELP TREASURY INTERESTS. 

2. IN EARLIER DISCUSSIONS WITH SAUDIS ON ASSIGNMENT OF 
TREASURY REPRESENTATIVE, SAG ATTITUDE WAS THAT THEY DID NOT 
WANT OFFICERS OF MINISTRIES OTHER THAN FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
WANDERING AROUND THEIR GOVERNMENT. THEY UNDERSTOOD PERFECTLY 
THAT FINANCIAL REPORTING WAS ENCOMPASSED BY TRADITIONAL 
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION AND FELT THAT WAS SUFFICIENT. SAUDI 
ATTITUDE WAS ESPECIALLY ANNOYING TO FRENCH WHO ALSO SOUGHT TO 
PLACE FINANCIAL ATTACHE IN KINGDOM. SAUDIS KNEW THAT MEANT 
LETTING DOWN THE BARS. 

3. I ALSO HAVE A PROBLEM WITH TREASURY ATTACHE AS ADDITIONAL TO 
ALREADY SIZEABLE, AND APPARENTLY, GROWING TREASURY PRESENCE IN 
JECOR. I HAVE WRITTEN TO THE DEPARTMENT ON THIS MATTER. I AM 
SATISF IED THAT EMBASSY FINANCIAL REPORTING WILL PICK UP IN NEAR 
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FUTURE. WE HAVE RECLASSIFIED AND UPGRADED AN ECONOMIC/ 
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COMMERCIAL POSITION TO FINANCIAL OFLICER (LSO-3). A HIGHLY 
QUALILIED OFFICER HAS BEEN SELECTED FOR THIS POSITION. THIS OFFICER, 

WORKING CLOSELY WITH ECONOMIC COUNSELOR. WILL BE DEDICATED TO 
FINANCIAL REPORTING. COUNSELOR'S CURRENT SHARE OF COMMERCIAL 
WORK WILL BE CORRESPONDINGLY REDUCED UPON ARRIVAL OF NEW ECONOMIC/ 

COMMERCIAL OFFICERS (ONE POSITION APPROVED AND ANOTHER REQUESTED 
AS PART OF REPROGRAMMING OF ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL POSITIONS). 

I AM CONFIDENT THAT THESE CHANGES WILL PRODUCE THE FINANCIAL 
ANALYSIS AND REPORTING WHICH SEEMINGLY TREASURY BELIEVES IS 
INADEQUATE OR INSUFFICIENT TO ITS PURPOSES. 
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